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 GrAduAte 

sYdneY 
DvoŘÁk’s Stabat Mater stands as one of the towering monuments of choral music. 
In his grief at the death of his daughter Josefa and the loss of his other two children 
shortly after, Dvořák turned to the ancient text of the Stabat Mater, seeing in its evocation 
of Mary’s grief a portrait of parental love and pain that he related to on the most personal 
level. Throughout the work, the mood shifts from grief and near despair to hope and faith, 
culminating in the ecstasy of the finale with its overwhelming confidence that death is not 
the end but that there is a place without grief and pain and time. 

This special concert features the finalists of the 2015 Joan Carden award who will perform solo arias 
accompanied by large orchestra. The winner will be announced at the end of the concert. The arias will 
be interspersed by symphonic choral works exploring the theme of mortal destiny. Brahms’s nÄnie, 
a secular counterpart to his famous Requiem, draws on allegories from Greek mythology to illustrate 
the fleeting existence of men. The theme is also found in the SChiCkSalSlied (Song of Destiny) and 
the GeSanG der Parzen (Song of the Fates). Finally, Fanny hensel’s masterful cantata hiob, with 
words from the book of Job, portrays her musical talent - more than equal to that of her brother Felix.

music director  
cHristopHer  bowen

Our 2015 concert series concludes with hanDel’s outstanding oratorio iSrael in eGyPt 
which unlike his other oratorios, contains more choral movements than arias. Water 
turning to blood, flies buzzing and hailstones raining down - all come to life in colourful 
and powerful choruses as Handel leads us through the plagues, the crossing of the Red 
Sea, and the drowning of Pharaoh’s armies. After attending a performance in Westminster 
Abbey Joseph Haydn is said to have wept, remarking of Handel, “He is the Master of us 
all!” The work is now recognized as one of the great oratorios of all time.cH ir         uniVersitY 
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reserved seating area and 
separate entrance for subscribers! 

cH ir         uniVersitY 
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2015

Subscribe now and save! 

Three concerts with large orchestra!



in recent years the choir has produced a “Sydney 
Sings...” series of concerts in the sydney town Hall, 
with three very well-received performances of 
Handel’s “Messiah” in 2007, 2010 and 2012, and 
a performance of Verdi’s “Requiem” in 2013. All 
concerts in the “Sydney Sings...” series have included 
a large guest choir, soloists and full orchestra. the 
premiere of “An Australian war requiem”, a newly 
commissioned work by Christopher Bowen to mark 
the centenary of the outbreak of world war i and 
the Gallipoli campaign, was a very memorable 
and moving event for the Choir and a significant 
event in Australian choral music

within the choir there is also a smaller chamber 
choir of around 30 singers, auditioned annually. the 
chamber choir sings a varied repertoire in separate 
concert performances and also provides the 
more intimate and transparent sound sometimes 
required in sections of the major choral works being 
performed by the main choir.  the chamber choir 
is available for private functions.  

CD release

the chamber choir of the sydney university 
Graduate choir has released a cd with 
choral music by saint-saëns.

order now on the form below!
or contact president@sugc.com.au

sydney university Graduate choir inc.
po box 289 
enmore nsw 2042

Join us
the choir welcomes new members. An 
audition with the music director is required. For 
membership enquiries please see the details 
on our website at:
sydneyuniversityGraduatechoir.com.au  

details about choir policies and more 
information about auditions and fees are 
available at:

sydneyuniversityGraduatechoir.com.au
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Saint-Sa�ns
Saint-Saëns
Messe Op.4 • Motets

Amy Johansen  | organ

christopher bowen oAm | music director  
chamber choir of the sydney university Graduate choir
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the  syDney University
GraDUate Choir was established in 
1952 as the graduate group of the sydney university 
music society (founded in 1878) and today has over 
100 singers.

the choir  is  committed to high quality performances 
of great choral music and its extensive versatile and 
innovative repertoire ranges from the grand works of 
the established masters to the music of contemporary 
composers. the choir’s patron is professor the 
Honourable dame marie bashir Ad cVo. 

the choir sings under the direction of the highly 
respected conductor and composer christopher 
bowen oAm who has been music director since 
1992. christopher has established a very strong 
partnership with the choir, enriching its repertoire 
and setting new performance standards. under 
his musical leadership the choir has given several 
Australian premiere performances of choral works 
and many outstanding new works have been 
commissioned.

welCome 
this year’s concert season features three great 
concerts with large orchestras.

we are opening our 2015 series with Dvořák’s 
moving stabat mater. Although composed under 
a cloud of great personal tragedy, the stabat 
Mater is hugely uplifting and established Dvořák’s 
reputation, particularly in england, America and 
Australia.

our second concert features the 2015 Joan 
carden Award Finale with the three finalists 
performing their final two solo arias accompanied 
by a large orchestra. symphonic choral works by 
Johannes Brahms and Fanny hensel-mendelssohn 
about the destiny of men complete this special 
concert.

we conclude our 2015 concert season with handel’s 
choral masterpiece, the oratorio israel in egypt.

subscription series concerts. the winner will be 
announced at the conclusion  of the concert.

in addition to selecting an award winner, the
judges have previously singled out a number 
of other contestants for encouragement, 
and these young singers have also sung solo 
engagements with the choir. the award now 
boasts a distinguished list of winners and runners-
up. the choir follows the performing careers of 
all these artists with great interest and pleasure. 
For the past three years singers who excelled 
in the Joan carden Award have also won the 
finals of the Australian Singing Competition.

the Joan carden Award has already 
substantially justified the Choir’s hopes in 
sponsoring it by giving impetus to the careers of 
a number of talented young singers, who in turn 
have contributed to the success of the choir’s 
concerts. we are indebted to Joan carden for 
her continued enthusiastic involvement and to 
the university of sydney for its support.

the Joan CarDen awarD
sponsored by sydney university Graduate 
choir, is now in its tenth year. the Award was 
established in 2004 to:

 • identify and encourage young singing 
  talent
 • strengthen the choir’s relationship with 
  the university of sydney and the sydney   
  music community and
 • honour the contribution of Joan carden 
  
the Award carries with it a cash prize and a 
solo engagement with the choir at one of its 
concerts. short-listed applicants are required to 
audition.

this year, the choir is relaunching the Award 
in a new, more public format, in collaboration 
with FineMusic FM. The finalists will perform their 
final two arias with an orchestra in front of the 
jury and an audience at one of the suGc 

only $20

our 2015 concert season! 

title First name Last name

Address

phone (daytime) email

 i am paying by: 
       online banking transfer (preferred method) 
  bsb: 082 338 
  Account number: 17 201 7685 
  Account name: sydney university Graduate choir inc. 
  reference: Your name + sub 2015                                               
  Cheque 
  to sydney university Graduate choir inc.*
  *Please use full name

cardholder’s name

Visa            mastercard          expiry date                                              cVV*   

signatureday month Year

//

Your details: 

please send this completed form (which can also be downloaded from our homepage) with your payment to: 
sydney University Graduate Choir inc.,  Po Box 289,  enmore nsw 2042 or email president@sugc.com.au

Credit Card  

/
*CVV is the check digit on the back of your credit card(Credit card payments incur 

an additional fee of 2.5%.)
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Your selection:

2015 concert season subscription  tickets @ $120  (a saving of $15) ............................................$
concert dates
 concert 1 - DvoŘÁk: staBat mater  university of sydney, Great Hall | sunday 3 may 2015, 3.00pm
 concert 2 - Joan CarDen awarD finale 2015 university of sydney, Great Hall | sunday 16 August 2015, 3.00pm
 concert 3 - hanDel: israel in eGyPt  university of sydney, Great Hall | sunday 6 december 2015, 5.00pm

set(s) of 3 program voucher(s) @ $20 per set (save $4 on normal prices) .........................................$ 

saint-saëns cd @ $20   ..................................................................................................................$ 

subscription 2015

please accept my monthly gift of   ..........................................................................................................................$

or, please accept my single gift of ........................................................................................................................$

Donation the sydney university Graduate choir inc. is most grateful for all donations. 

I agree that the information I provide on this form may be passed onto groups affiliated with University 
(local and overseas) and i may receive information about services and events from the university.

i want to remain anonymous and my name should not be mentioned in the program.

total   $
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